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promises and the cheapest forms of oratory have a tempt-
ing flavour if you don't see any prospects of satisfying your
hunger. They make the people follow the most incredible
doctrines. If conditions in the world don't improve within
the next few years I can imagine a tremendous growth of
national and even racial feeling both in France and in
England. It seems impossible to-day, but in the last few
years we have seen that many apparently impossible things
have become realities."
" Don't you think it is most exasperating to see that
all the achievements of modern civilization, personal
freedom of thought, belief in the superiority of the mind
over the mailed fist, should be destroyed ? "
" Proper civilization, the inner feeling of freedom and,
therefore of democracy, are found only if there are men
first to create and then to go on shaping them.   The masses,
in a deep and dark urge, desire nothing but chaos, yes, chaos.
It is not the masses, but solely and only the individuals
who dictate order and, therefore,  civilization.   Some of
the extreme movements of to-day are for me not movements
led by great leaders, but purely movements of the fanatical
and ignorant masses who run blindly after the shrill voices
of some orators who light themselves with the misleading
light of a mysticism which is understood neither by them
nor by their followers.   The concentrated will-power of
those masses has been focused on one particular man who
calls himself a leader ; yet in reality he is not a leader, but
even more a fanatic than they, believing with greater
strength in the mysticism of a vague message, lacking even
more all sense of proportion than do the masses.   You
cannot have real civilization without a definite sense of
proportion.   Such destruction of cultural values as we have
witnessed in various countries in the years since the war
cannot be the work of great men.   Great men don't need
to destroy a former civilization in order to create a new
one.   The present destruction in several countries of a great
part of the older civilizations is the work of d#mb masgeg

